
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN HOMOEOPATHIC PHARMACY AND MATERIAMEDICA 
 

*Dr. Rizwan Ahmed Shaikh, Shrihari Khadke, Khaire Aakanksha, Khaire Sakshi, Khajindar 
Priyanka and Khandizod Aishwarya 

 
Sharadchandraji Pawar Homoeopathic Medical College and Hospital, Shrirampur 

 
 

 

ARTICLE INFO  ABSTRACT 
 
 

The main aim of this observational and correlational study was to relate the symptoms of the plant 
drugs with the clinical and experimental data present on the various active compounds present in the 
homoeopathic formulation of the drug. The data on active compounds and identification was collected 
from the Homoeopathic Pharmacopoeia’s and mass spectrometry, chromatographic studies of the plant 
extract. 
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INTRODUCTION 
 
The main aim of this observational and correlational study was to 
relate the symptoms of the plant drugs with the clinical and 
experimental data present on the various active compounds present in 
the homoeopathic formulation of the drug. The data on active 
compounds and identification was collected from the Homoeopathic 
Pharmacopoeia’s and mass spectrometry, chromatographic studies of 
the plant extract. Since many years, questions have been raised 
regarding the action and efficacy of homoeopathic medicines, how 
they act and what biochemical changes take place; but by means of 
this article we attempt to find out the possible cell pathways involved 
in the pathophysiological action of the homoeopathic mother tinctures 
by diving into the vast knowledge of homoeopathic pharmacy with 
reference to the Homeopathic Pharmacopoeia of the United States 
(HPUS) and Homoeopathic Pharmacopoeia of India (HPI).  With help 
of this study, we aim to deduce the working of Chelidoniummajus by 
studying the relationship between materiamedica and its 
phytochemistry and introduce some possible explanations for 
symptoms as well as relationship of the drug. Homeopathy, a system 
of alternative medicine, is rooted in the principles of 
similiasimilibuscurentur (“like cures like”) and the use of potentized 
remedies derived from natural substances. The two fundamental 
pillars of homeopathy are Homeopathic Pharmacy and Materia 
Medica. These disciplines are deeply interconnected, working 
together to ensure effective and safe treatment. This article explores 
their relationship and mutual dependence. 

 
 
 
Homeopathic Pharmacy: The Foundation of Remedies 
 
Homeopathic Pharmacy deals with the preparation, standardization, 
and dispensing of homeopathic medicines. It is a specialized branch 
of pharmacy that follows guidelines laid out in homeopathic 
pharmacopoeias and is governed by strict protocols to ensure the 
safety and efficacy of remedies. The key functions of homeopathic 
pharmacy include: 
 

1. Source Identification: Homeopathic medicines are derived 
from natural sources, including plants, minerals, and animal 
products. The pharmacy ensures the purity and authenticity of 
these raw materials. 

2. Preparation of Medicines: Remedies are prepared using 
processes like trituration (grinding with lactose) and 
succussion (vigorous shaking with alcohol or water). These 
steps ensure the potentization of substances, a process unique 
to homeopathy. 

3. Standardization: Potencies are prepared and labeled 
accurately to ensure consistency. 

4. Dispensing: Medicines are dispensed in various forms, such 
as pellets, tinctures, tablets, and ointments. 

 
Materia Medica: The Repository of Knowledge 
 
Materia Medica is the compendium of information about 
homeopathic remedies. It describes the therapeutic properties, 
symptoms, and indications of each medicine. It is developed through: 
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 Provings: Testing substances on healthy individuals to record 
the symptoms produced. 

 Clinical Verification: Observing the effects of remedies in 
patients. 

 Toxicological Data: Studying the effects of substances in 
their crude form. 

 MateriaMedica serves as the primary reference for 
homeopathic practitioners to select remedies that correspond 
to a patient’s symptoms. 

 
The Interdependence of Homeopathic Pharmacy and 
MateriaMedica: 
 
The relationship between Homeopathic Pharmacy and 
MateriaMedica is symbiotic. Each discipline supports and 
enhances the other in the following ways: 
 

1. Source and Symptom Correlation: The pharmacy provides 
the raw materials and processes necessary to create remedies, 
while MateriaMedica documents their effects on the human 
body. For instance, Arnica montana is prepared in the 
pharmacy and described in MateriaMedica as a remedy for 
trauma and bruises. 

2. Ensuring Quality and Effectiveness: The pharmacy ensures 
the purity and standardization of remedies, which is crucial 
for the accuracy of symptom profiles documented in 
MateriaMedica. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Development of New Remedies: As new substances are 
introduced and proved, the pharmacy plays a critical role in 
preparing these remedies for proving. The findings are then 
incorporated into MateriaMedica, expanding the therapeutic 
repertoire. 

4.  Clinical Application: Practitioners rely on MateriaMedica to 
select the appropriate remedy and potency, which must be 
prepared and dispensed accurately by the pharmacy. 

5.  Educational Integration: Both disciplines are integral to the 
education of homeopathic practitioners. A deep understanding 
of pharmacy ensures the correct preparation and dispensing of 
remedies, while MateriaMedica enables precise remedy 
selection. 

 
Homeopathic Pharmacy and MateriaMedica are two essential and 
interdependent components of homeopathy. The pharmacy ensures 
the availability of high-quality, potentized remedies, while 
MateriaMedica provides the knowledge required for their effective 
application. Together, they uphold the principles of homeopathy, 
contributing to its efficacy as a holistic system of medicine. 
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