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ARTICLE INFO                                       ABSTRACT 
 
 

The Republic of Somaliland enjoys a multiparty political system in which competitive elections is center to its 
pattern. Successive elections were conducted in Somaliland, including the municipal elections in 2002, the 
first competitive democratic the presidential elections held in 2003, and the parliamentary elections in 2005, 
the second presidential elections 2010. The third presidential election is scheduled in November 2017. 
Nonetheless, delays to timely elections overshadowed the blatant democratic reputation of Somaliland, which 
occasioned international partners to reconsider its sums of its assistance to Somaliland. There is also a 
domestic frustration over the elections postponements, and failure to honor timely elections. The upcoming 
presidential election has been delayed two consecutive times, while the legislative houses elections are 
overstaying the constitutional limits. Somaliland has succeeded to recover its post-conflict political 
polarization through indigenous conflict resolution mechanisms, and constitutional democracy. It is notable to 
mention that multilayered political and social conflicts resolved in between 1991-1997 without external 
assistances. And, this has contributed to the establishment of political system which led to the foundation of 
power sharing and broader political and clans’ reconciliations. Somaliland’s state- building process is dubbed 
as “hybrid political order” in sense that Somaliland combines the House of Guurti which is more inclusive 
political organ and unelected House with the democratically elected bodies—President, Local Councilors, and 
House of Representatives. Nevertheless, the House of Guurti was blamed of legitimizing postponements of 
election, as were unconstitutional in number of occasions, and also the act of avoidance of laying the 
foundation of its electoral system, the Guurti election law. It should be noted that the House of Guurti has 
made tremendous efforts in resolving political and clans’ conflicts during the decade of fragility in 1991-1997.  
The House of Guurti was only the political and traditional organ with capacity and leadership to handle 
political and clans’ reconciliations, making the House of Guurti was a vital instrument to restore peace and 
political stability. Thus, there is a heated debate on how the electoral system of House of Guurti will be, and it 
is beyond reasonable doubt that unelected House of Guurti ascertains key democratic challenges in the post- 
constitutional democratic process. This policy brief is examining to what extent the upcoming presidential 
elections is with conformity of international electoral standards. In Somaliland, the electoral process has 
experienced constant challenges that hugely affected the electoral process. But in this year there are some 
improvements considering the secured voters list, impartial national electoral commission, development 
electoral laws and code of conducts and some degree of political parties maturity adds to the democratic pride 
that is enjoyed in this part of the world. Finally, the domestic and international observers, civil society 
organizations and independent media are playing constructive role how the presidential elections to be held in 
manner which is free, fair, transparent and peaceful.   
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INTRODUCTION 
 
Since Somaliland has maintained its de facto political 
statehood. There was a popular support and momentum 
Somaliland to attest its political dedication and efforts to 
establish strong and credible democratic institutions. Since the 

 
end of widespread conflict in 1997, series of popular votes 
have taken place, starting with the constitutional referendum in 
2001, which was widely seen within the country as an 
endorsement of the restoration of Somaliland sovereignty.1 

                                                 
1 Marie-Luise Schueller and Michael Walls, 2016, Report by International 
Observers on the 2016 Voter Registration Process in Somaliland, UCL, 
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Furthermore, Somaliland to attain such credible democratic 
political system, free press, free market and vibrant civil 
society organizations were included the push factors and 
political fashion Somaliland to be member of the international 
community. However, Somaliland did not experience post- 
violence in the presidential election of 2003 and 2010. The 
international election observers’ mission is pleased to note 
many positives around the conduct of the poll, an especially 
noteworthy achievement given significant past difficulties.2 On 
the day of the election, SONSAF observers reported that 
voters were free to express their will through secret ballot. 
Delivery of electoral materials had been well conducted, 
enabling a timely opening in the vast majority of the cases 
observed.3 The Presidential elections conducted in April 2003 
proved, Somaliland has made one more important step in 
direction of establishing the democratically elected 
institutions.4 Currently, substantial improvement is observable 
in comparism to the presidential elections in 2003, and 2010. 
For instance, the 2003 presidential elections flawed by several 
main factors as lack of voter registration which was resulted 
the failure to determine the accuracy of the votes casted and 
the tabulation process was alleged low in transparency. 
However, the opposition leader who acceded to defeat of a 
smaller margin was remarkable—it’s rare case in many parts 
of world, and African particular is unacceptable to admit. 
 
In the March 2003 presidential elections, Rayale defeated his 
closest challenger by a margin of only 80 votes out of nearly 
half-a-million cast.5 Hence, the presidential elections on June 
26 2010 exhibited some inevitable attempts as voter 
registration and appointing new national electoral commission 
that finally conducted the presidential elections, although the 
first voter registration process in 2008-9 was accused both 
irregularities as double registration and highly technical 
deficiencies. The ambitious campaign to register eligible 
voters, heavily supported by donors, was intended to minimize 
the potential for double voting, but it has also led to distrust in 
the entire voter registration process.6 At present time, 
Somaliland has made dramatic shifted from voter registration 
marred by suspicion and fraud to highly sophisticated 
biometric iris voter registration made through online system. 
Currently, there are certain improvements to deliver a credible 
and consistent voter registration and voter cards distribution. 
Eventually, in this election of 2017, there is a growing 
electoral system which can handle the poll effectively but there 
are other socio-economic conditions as recurrent droughts, 
inflation and high unemployment rates. These severe and 
horrible conditions can trigger some conflicts either during the 

                                                                                      
PROGRESSIO http://www.progressio.org.uk/sites/default/files/Somaliland-
elections-2010-report.pdf 
2 dential elections in Somaliland 
Michael Walls and Steve Kibble, 2010, Somaliland: Change and continuity, 
report by International Election Observers on the June 2010 presidential 
elections in Somaliland, University College London, UCL, PROGRESSIO 
http://www.progressio.org.uk/sites/default/files/Somaliland-elections-2010-
report.pdf  
3 SONSAF post- Election Statement, Domestic Election Observers Project 26 
June Presidential Election, 2010, http://www.sonsaf.org/Files/ somaliland_ 
presidential_observation_mission_report_(1).pdf  
4  Berit Nising Lindeman Stig Jarle Hansen, 2003, Somaliland presidential 
Election   NORDEM Report 08/2003 http://www.somalilandlaw.com/ 
NORDEM_Report_on_the_2003Pres_Elections.pdf   
5 The International Republican Institute, 2005, International Republican 
Institute Somaliland September 29, 2005 Parliamentary Election Assessment 
Report http://www.somalilandlaw.com/IRI_Parlelection_2005.pdf 
6 SONSAF post- Election Statement, Domestic Election Observers Project 26 
June Presidential Election, 2010, http://www.sonsaf.org/Files/Somaliland 
_presidential_observation_mission_report_(1).pdf 

campaigning period or post- election. However, mostly the 
public discourse is revealing how this election is becoming a 
highly contested presidential election. Clan dynamics and 
political alliances among the clans or regions cannot also be 
dismissed in their negative consequence in the process of the 
election. In addition, the Kenya election that took place on 
Aug 8, 2017 in which the Supreme Court has nullified due to 
irregularities has generated a lot of debates among 
Somalilanders, where many people are arguing how 
Somaliland presidential election has comparison with Kenya 
elections because of undeniable factors of ethnicity, tribalism, 
nepotism and clans’ involvement. Ever since the Supreme 
Court declared Uhuru’s Kenyatta’s so-called victory in the 
August polls as invalid, null and void, Uhuru has been on an 
ill-informed and extremely unfortunate war path with Kenya.7 
 
Political context and Electoral systems 
 
Somaliland has a track record of holding regular multiparty 
elections in the past ten years. Four largely peaceful, free and 
fair elections were held since 2002, which contributed to 
Somaliland’s own model of democracy and nation-building, 
peace and harmony in its society.8 Somaliland constitution has 
categorized the branches of the state included Executive 
branch, Houses of Parliament as lower House and Upper 
House and independent Judiciary branch. However, the 
number of the political parties are limited by the constitution 
as article (9) sub-clauses, 1, 2, describe. The political system 
of the Republic of Somaliland shall be based on peace, co-
operation, democracy and plurality of political parties. The 
number of political parties in the Republic of Somaliland shall 
not exceed three (3).9 Moreover, Somaliland has adequate 
experiences over the matters of peaceful power transfer from 
incumbent president to new president and this has occurred 
during the transitional national charter in 1993 where President 
Abidrahman Ahmed Ali (Tuur) in 1993 handed over to the 
power President Mohamed H. Ibrahim Egal. Aftermath, the 
President Dahir Rayale Khahin as incumbent President in 2010 
handed over to the new President Ahmed Mohamed 
Mohamoud (Silanyo) which was the opposition leader in eight 
years. When Mohamed Ibrahim Egal ousted Abdirahman Ali 
Tuur as president in a vote held at the Borama peace 
conference in 1993.10 Somaliland could witness its first 
democratic transition of power from one political party to 
another.11 
 
However, one can observe that Somaliland has passed a 
decade of political fragility and social disintegration. But there 
is also increasing international community pressures on issues 
of Somaliland democratization process and elections whilst 
Somaliland delayed both presidential and parliamentary 
elections. The International Community expresses serious 

                                                 
7 NASA PRESS STATEMENT, 2017, UHURU ENJOYING PROCEEDS OF 
CRIME, https://www.kenya-today.com/news/bombshell-raila-statement-
exposed-jubilee-njoki-ndungu-badly-uhuru-enjoying-proceeds-crime 
8 Haroon Yusuf, 2012, Somaliland Pre- Election Consultation Report, 
Somaliland Non- State- Actor Forum (SONSAF) http://www.sonsaf.org/ 
Files/Pre-election_Consultative_Roport_2012.pdf  
9  Constitution of the Republic of Somaliland, 2000,  translated by Ibrahim 
Hashi  Jama, www.Somalilandlaw.com  
10 SARAH G.Philiphs, 2016, When less was more: external assistance and the 
political settlement in Somaliland https://www.chathamhouse.org/sites/files/ 
chathamhouse/publications/ia/inta92-3-07-phillips.pdf 
11 The International Republican Institute (IRI) Election Watch Somaliland, 
Somaliland Pre- election Watch June 2010Presidential Election 
http://www.iri.org/sites/default/files/Somaliland%20Pre-
Election%20Watch,%20June%202010%20Presidential%20Election.pdf 
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concern over the President of Somaliland’s decision to delay 
Somaliland’s Parliamentary March 2017 elections. This 
unnecessary delay will harm public and international 
confidence in Somaliland’s democratisation process.12 The 
electoral process of Somaliland has had some coherent legal 
framework emanated from national constitution which came 
through national referendum held in 2001 and various electoral 
laws which are constantly amended and improved in 
connection with the electoral demands. Independent National 
Electoral Commission is center to all electoral activities 
included planning: budgeting, campaign arrangement, voter 
registration, civic and voter education and conducting the poll 
validated by all political parties. But it was observable that the 
electoral process is yet nascent and not comprehensive 
regarding the electoral cycle pre- conditions. The current 
Somaliland National Electoral Commission is technically 
organized regarding the how voter registration was conducted 
effectively and in collaboration manner. Commissioners are 
appointed by the President and approved by the House of 
Representative in pursuant to law No. 20/2001. The work of 
the NEC has been successful and well-coordinated throughout 
the voter registration process. NEC has improved the process 
of solving problems relating to equipment, materials and 
logistics.13 
 
Indeed, it is necessary to reveal that Somaliland electoral 
process has faced continued challenges in which the election 
postponements are central. The delays of the elections 
displayed intolerable political picture as Somaliland was listed 
the top most democratic countries in the Sub- Saharan Africa. 
Somaliland is the most democratic country on the Horn of 
Africa and the Arabian Peninsula.14 However, the 
postponement of the elections as presidential elections, local 
government elections, and Houses of parliament elections in 
the post- constitutional period posed electoral grave challenges 
and entirely damaged the country political image and 
development process. The further postponement of the 
presidential election to November 2017 and the parliamentary 
and local elections to 2019 was given without justification or a 
plan for addressing the obstacles to holding the long-delayed 
parliamentary polls.15 As previously was seen in 2008-2009, 
the second elected president of Somaliland Mr. Ahmed 
Mohamed Mohamoud (Silanyo) was overdue around two years 
in his constitutional term. Thus, Somaliland electoral system is 
more open and consultative and truly speaking the electoral 
process is very competitive despite the shortcomings stated in 
the above. Somaliland enjoys democratic elections since 2002 
onwards but it cannot be ignored that strong traditional and 
customary practices are blamed the blockade and constrains 
experienced since the onset of this democratic process. The 
strong traditional and customary practices widely challenge 
how this democratic process should revolve and achieve a 
constructive and inclusive political system. 

                                                 
12 British Office Hargeisa, UK Press Release on Somaliland parliament & 
presidential elections http://www.somalilandinformer.com/somaliland/uk-
press-release-on-somaliland-parliament-presidential-elections/ 
13  Yusuf Ali Hassan, 2017, Somaliland Pre- Election Report, SONSAF, 
www.sonsaf.org  
14 Mikael Torstensson, Somaliland’s Special Envoy to the EU, 2017 
Somaliland: The  Most Democratic Country in the Horn of Africa 
http://unpo.org/article/20140  
15 International Partners Disappointed by Somaliland Electoral Delays, 2017, 
https://so.usmission.gov/international-partners-disappointed-somaliland-
electoral-delays/ 
  
 
 

According to the electoral cycle, Somaliland made credible 
stride towards the pre-election stage. For example, from 
financially, technically, legally and politically perspectives, 
polls are organized and there is a high aspirations in which 
citizens are looking forward to cast their votes. The key 
administrative issues of the election was determined that 
included the validation of the final voters list and what is 
called election sensitive materials: ballot papers, ballot boxes 
etc. provided by Department for International Development 
(DFID) and the United States Agency for International 
Development (USAID) through Creative Associates 
International, an American organization. Finally, the political 
context and electoral system combined with the reports which 
were disseminated by international observers and domestic 
observers as pre- election examination, the political 
environment indicate the successful of the voter registration 
where multiple registrations have been technically restricted 
and final voter list validated and endorsed by all contesting 
political parties which are KULMIYE the ruling party, 
WADDANI and UCID are opposition parties. According to 
the electoral system, there are three political parties for the 
presidential elections. In this time, Somaliland people are 
optimistic that upcoming presidential elections will be free, 
fair, transparent and peaceful because several times postponed 
this presidential election had become an avenue to fix and 
improve the overall electoral standards by reducing any 
electoral obstruction and ambiguities. 
 
The civil society engagement in this electoral system has made 
a significant contribution. In this respect, Somaliland civil 
society organizations (CSOs) are committed to closely observe 
the election process and this domestic election observation 
combined with international observes and diplomatic pressures 
on this electoral system will be expected to remain consistent 
reaching the robust electoral framework. The CSOs of 
Somaliland is committed to support the transparent process of 
free, fair and timely elections in the country on March 2017. 
The CSOs are currently an integral part of electoral process in 
their capacity as neutral body.16 In terms of electoral financial 
and technical assistance, donors as European Union, United 
Kingdom, United States of America and Demark had some 
contributions mostly voter registration process because 
elections delayed caused donors to pullback financing the 
presidential elections and House of parliament where 
Somaliland government covered the all costs of the 
presidential election right now. Donors also provide assistance 
to civil society engagement on the electoral interventions as 
domestic elections observers and civic education. 
 
The role of civil society in the electoral process 
 
Civil society has been functioning since Somaliland regained 
its independence from the Somali Republic, which collapsed in 
1991. In this area of the electoral process, the CSOs are more 
dedicated and competent to conduct the policy advocacy 
interventions on the electoral process. CSOs are carrying on 
the big slogan of promoting freedom of speech, free press, 
civic participation, and fostering democratic principles which 
are relevant to the context and socio-cultural values. A strong 
civil society is one of the pillars of the house of democracy. 
We are reminded of that not only by examples from history, 

                                                 
16 Press Release on Voter Registration and Elections, 2016, SONSAF, 
www.sonsaf.org. 
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but also from today.17 The CSOs in Somaliland have greater 
engagement both policy advocacy initiatives and service 
delivery and bridging the gap between voiceless people and 
policy makers. According to SONSAF chairman, the Civil 
Society has been working elections and democratization 
process in the last two decade and “we are yet dedicated to 
continue how free, fair and timely elections will be held”.18 
Therefore, it is essential to unveil that the role of civil society 
on the electoral process is genuine and effective regarding the 
multiple electoral interventions that the CSOs are undertaking 
included civic and voter education, observation, monitoring, 
facilitating dialogue between political actors, supporting 
development and amendment of the electoral laws and code of 
conducts and forging the relationship between grassroots and 
political actors in the country. 
 
For instance, domestic election observers embark on close 
monitor the overall electoral cycle and share report to the 
national electoral commission, political parties, government, 
international community, media and general public. One 
advantage that domestic observers generally have is a 
knowledge of local language and politics which enables them 
to pick up on nuances that might be missed by international 
observers.19 Hence, these electoral mechanisms of civic 
participation which independent media and human rights 
organizations are part of them working as watchdog and 
pressure groups how country electoral process must be 
participatory, civic oriented and credible. Civil society 
movements are included a kinds of non- state actors as Youth 
Networks, Women Networks, Human Rights Networks, 
Environmental Networks, Media Networks, Academic 
Institutions, Lawyers Associations, Research Institutions, 
Traditional Associations and Private Sector Associations at 
large. Somaliland civil society plays critical role in this 
democratic process and elections, they are nonpartisan and 
promote nonviolent movements by advocating politically, 
culturally and socially marginalized groups as women and 
minority groups. The political element of many voluntary 
organizations facilitates better awareness and a more informed 
citizenry, who makes better voting choices, participate politics, 
and hold government more accountable as a result.20 In 
conclusion, the opponents of the civil society argue and 
challenge what is the legitimacy role of the civil society to 
intervene so many important issues of the electoral and 
democratization process in general. From this point of view, 
Somaliland constitution has clearly outlined how citizens have 
right to establish their independent associations, the article 
(23) of the constitution is addressing legitimization and 
lawfulness of forming such civil and political associations. All 
citizens shall have the right to form, in accordance with the 

                                                 
17 Emily Von Sydow, 2013, Civil Society and Democracy –the citizens’ 
shortcut to the EU, European Economic and Social Committe 
http://www.eesc.europa.eu/resources/docs/qe-31-12-388-en-c.pdf 
18 SONSAF re-launches the Somaliland Civil Society Election Forum in 
Hargeisa, 2015 
http://www.sonsaf.org/Files/Press_Release_for_SCISEF_Launching_11_15_2
015_Hargeisa.pdf  
19 Michael Walls and Steve Kibble, 2010, Somaliland: Change and continuity, 
report by International Election Observers on the June 2010 presidential 
elections in Somaliland,  University College London, UCL, PROGRESSIO 
http://www.progressio.org.uk/sites/default/files/Somaliland-elections-2010-
report.pdf  
20 Makmis Mark Dakyyen, Samuel Mahanan Dang, 2014, the role of civil 
society in promoting and sustaining democracy in Nigeria, Cultural Relations 
Quarterly Review, http://culturalrelations.org/Review/CRQR_01_03/CRQR 
_01_03_Dakyyen_Dang_The-role-of-civil-society-in-promoting-and-
sustaining-democracy-in-Nigeria.pdf  

law, political, educational, cultural, social, and occupational or 
employees’ associations.21 On the other hand, Somaliland 
parliament has also passed in 2010 the NGO Act which gives 
legal jurisdiction to the civil society in Somaliland as article 
(26) of the NGO Act indicates. Any Local NGO that is 
registered in accordance with the stipulations of this Act has 
the right to commence its operations including project 
activities that are of benefit to community.22  But proponents 
of the civil society justify that role of civil society in the 
country electoral process is more constructive and nonviolent. 
 
Somaliland Electoral Dispute Mechanism: Presidential 
Election Contest and Speculations 
 
Somaliland has political cultural of electoral dispute 
mechanisms which informally resolved through consensus 
building and negotiations, though the constitutional legal 
bodies are on the ground. There are also a variety of models of 
legal process through which election disputes are handled.23 
Somaliland Presidential and Local Government Election law 
No.20/2001 which was amended in 2017 is further clarifying 
the legal authority of the National Electoral Commission 
(NEC) which article (15) is giving full authority NEC to 
resolve the disagreements and complaints that take place under 
their administrative offices” NEC shall take decisions over the 
disagreements and complaints of the election that arise from 
offices of the NEC.24” In this presidential and local 
government law also gives authority to Constitutional Court to 
resolve election disputes and obtain elections complaint within 
“seven days” as the article (66) sub-clauses 1, 2, 3, indicated. 
However, this question about election dispute resolution 
mechanism is the political circles, if some disputes arise either 
the general polling stations or specific areas. However, it is 
inescapable that conflict resolution approaches based on 
traditional and customary practices worked in Somaliland 
throughout its political history of the post- independence in 
1991. In fact, such competitive presidential election has its 
sociopolitical euphoria, sensitivity, expectations. Winners and 
losers are also comparatively under conditions of excitement 
and horrific. The tabulation and tally election centers are 
needed to ensure the accuracy of the tally and verifiability 
process if needed. The Presidential and Local Government 
Election law 20/2001/2017 has detailed chapters and 
provisions about the tally process as articles 61, 62, 63, 64 
have all obviously explained the validation of the vote 
counting at regional and national level. 
 
Furthermore, the Electoral Commission has so far is remained 
independent but there is a public impression which indicates 
that NEC members are not strong to safeguard the election 
integrity, some people argue that the NEC leadership is not 
competent considering how they penalize when the political 
parties breach the code of conduct. However, the government 
and presidential candidates are showing a great confidence 
with NEC considering how NEC demonstrated more 
coordinated action during the voter registration and voter cards 

                                                 
21 Constitution of the Republic of Somaliland, 2000,  translated by Ibrahim 
Hashi  Jama, www.Somalilandlaw.com  
22 Somaliland Ministry of National Planning and Development, 2010, NGO 
Act http://slministryofplanning.org/images/NGO/ngo-law-final.pdf 
23 Denis Petit, 2000, Resolving Election Disputes in the OSCE Area: Towards 
a Standard Election Dispute Monitoring System, Office for Democratic 
Institutions and Human Rights http://www.osce.org/odihr/elections/17567? 
download=true 
24 Somaliland Presidential and Local Government Election Law, 
No.20/2001/2017  
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distribution. Generally, the election administration is perceived 
to perform its duties in a professional manner.25 Hence, in 
Somaliland, the political disputes often resolved using through 
consensus building approaches as recent House of 
Representative speaker election that took place on July, 2017 
where the only one vote was the difference between 
contenders which the opposition and the ruling parties 
contesting it but finally the opposition party gave up the claim 
that their contender succeeded the election of the speaker. 
 

Conclusion 
 

Somaliland electoral process is growing and at present time 
reached a scale of credible voter registration and locally 
financed presidential elections. Donor dependence over the 
electoral finance is getting phase out. In terms of electoral 
dispute mechanisms, Somaliland has a political culture which 
is based on its indigenous conflict resolution tools and 
consensus building approaches are employed for several times 
on the electoral process. The constitutional court has legal 
jurisdiction over the disputes of the election if the election 
commission fails it to resolve. Moreover, donors to phase out 
the electoral financing will put on more pressures to 
Somaliland to handle its electoral process and this may foster 
more electoral consistency by deterring future postponements. 
In this upcoming presidential, the candidates from Kulmiye 
and Waddani are new to run in this presidential election but 
the Ucid party candidate participated two times presidential 
elections in Somaliland 2003, 2010. But all three candidates 
have enough experiences on issues of the electoral matters. In 
this stage, vote counting and election results management must 
be procedurally consistent and granted by the technology of 
use as vibrant and verifiable instrument. National Electoral 
Commission (NEC) is neutral and capable to handle the poll, 
civil society, media and international community are all 
committed to oversight the poll and so far there is a degree of 
collaboration among electoral stakeholders. Somalilanders are 
optimistic that upcoming presidential elections will be one 
major step forward to lay unbroken foundation of state- 
building process which democratic elections and peaceful 
power transfers are the spirit and inspired vision of 
Somaliland. 
 

Policy recommendations 
 

Recommendations to National Electoral Commission 
 

Somaliland National Electoral Commission (NEC) is the only 
electoral management body which is mandated to develop 
consistent electoral system which demonstrates defined 
standard criteria that should be inadmissible the violation of 
electoral laws, rules and regulations of the election. Therefore, 
this policy brief is intended to deliver some recommendations 
which may contribute the upcoming presidential elections of 
Somaliland, during the voter registration NEC has succeeded 
to regularize its operations of the voter registration which has 
ended up peaceful and successful manner. 
 

 The second phase of the electoral process is the most 
challenged one, due to anticipated contesting 

                                                 
25Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights, (OSCE) 2010  
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA MID-TERM CONGRESSIONAL 
ELECTIONS, OSCE/ODIHR Election Assessment Mission Final Report 
 

 
 

presidential elections, recommended NEC to maintain 
its previous reputation and competence during the poll 
and aftermaths. 

 Recommended NEC to develop intact and credible data 
management system which the political parties should 
endorse before the election because the vote counting 
process and reporting period are all essential elements 
that should contribute both the transparent electoral 
measures and preventing post- election violence. 

 At present time, NEC is required to take some remedial 
steps while the previous NEC did not succeed laying 
the standardized data management system because local 
government and political parties elections of 2012, 
there was some inconsistent of the data management 
and this has resulted post-election violence of some 
districts in the capital city of Hargeisa. 

 Recommended that there must be standard requirement 
of the election polling managers, during the Election 
Day, there are some mistakes occurred which can 
negatively affect the entire polling stations if not well 
trained the polling officers. 

 Recommended NEC to develop and expand its 
communication technology system which is part of 
delivering elections and ensuring to prevent electoral 
malpractices, irregularities and any attempted fraud 
during the poll. 

 
Recommendation to Political Parties 
 
The political parties are key stakeholders of overall electoral 
process and elections; they are needed to respect the election 
law, code of conducts and procedures of the election. 
 

 Political parties are needed to respect and implement 
election rules, laws; code of ethics, procedures, and 
over electoral principles, sticking on these electoral 
frameworks will offer political parties an enabling and 
fair competitive political and electoral environment. 

 During the campaigning period, the presidential 
candidates must keep their rally peaceful and 
nonviolent demonstrations with displaying their 
political manifesto and political party priorities of the 
next five years. 

 Tolerance is a fundamental aspect of the democratic 
elections, candidates must respect the diversity of 
opinion and the electoral codes of conducts which is 
administering the campaigning integrity.  Somaliland 
has experienced a peaceful and competitive elections 
campaign, the public is grilling the political conduct of 
the candidates since the voter registration code of 
conduct breached. 

 The presidential candidates must always recall the 
political culture of Somaliland which is based on 
consensus building, compromise and cooperation, this 
is the third presidential elections contest and will reveal 
how Somaliland step up consolidated electoral process 
and building democratic institutions.  The socio-
economic difficult conditions can distort the 
momentum if the candidates may not keep the 
tranquility and solidarity of the nation; defend the 
common interest other than individual and party 
interests. 
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Recommendations to Government 
 
The incumbent government is responsible for the security of 
the citizens voting, law and order during the elections, the 
ruling party in one hand is competing for the election and 
responsible the peaceful and credible elections on the other. 
From this point forward, the ruling party has biggest 
responsibility to this end. 
 

 State resources are needed to protect during the 
campaign period and elections, this is a serious issue on 
the electoral process, the state resources is often blamed 
by the ruling party as state media,  vehicles, buildings, 
financial etc. All electoral laws and presidential code of 
conducts are prohibited using sate resources for the 
benefit of the campaign for ruling party. 

 The Ministry of information and National guidance 
must follow the campaign schedule set up by the 
national electoral commission which is intended the 
state media to equally air the political parties 
campaigns which is 21 days each one has seven days. 

 The security institutions as police and military forces 
must be neutral and ensure that all citizens are equally 
treated, cared and peacefully casted their votes. In this 
period of the elections day and post- elections, security 
is primarily important to make sure the process to be 
ended peacefully and national constitution is constantly 
a point of reference in such national project of the 
elections. 

 Illegal and politically motivated confinement is 
forbidden during in this process of the elections, police  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

and Ministry of Interior must work hand in hand to 
secure citizens casting their votes. Any intimidation and 
segregation of the citizens are all contrary to the 
constitution and election laws and security forces must 
avoid such conduct. Security forces to use excessive 
forces while demonstrations are taking place should 
repeat the glooming history of 21 years from tyranny to 
anarchic. Hence pretending and reviving such action is 
null and void accord to the constitution. 

 
Judiciary sector 
 
As Somaliland constitution defined the judiciary sector is 
independent from the Executive   branch and they do their 
work independently, in terms of presidential elections, 
constitutional court has judicial mandate to handle presidential 
election disputes and there are specific period that complaint to 
be submitted to the Supreme Court. 
 

 Somaliland constitutional court must be vigilant, 
prepared and capable to manage any election disputes 
with conformity of the constitution and electoral laws 
that are relevant with election complaint. 

 Judiciary also is needed to prevent the politically 
motivated detentions during the campaign period, 
Election Day and post- elections.  The independency of 
the judiciary cannot be compromised at any level; 
judiciary needs to oversight the police behavior which 
many times arrest the citizens contrary to what 
constitution laid down. Fair trail and equal treatment 
both opposition and ruling party is necessary. 
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